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CERTAIN POINTS IN SUPRAPUBIC PROSTATECTOMY. 
Editor Annals of Surgery. 

The paper which was published by me in the January, 1904, 
number of the Annals of Surgery has received comments in two 
or three subsequent papers which show that the purpose of the 
operation there described lias not been fully appreciated. 

Dr. Lilienthal, in the May number of the Annals of Sur¬ 
gery (p. 811), in the course of some very apposite remarks with 
regard to suprapubic prostatectomy, with which I cordially agree, 
said: “ The writer mentioned that in doing the suprapubic opera¬ 
tion there was a likelihood of tearing out a part of the prostatic 
urethra.” Dr. Lilienthal “ did not think that accident would occur 
if the work was not done too hurriedly.” The deliberate removal 
of the prostatic urethra was the main point upon which I desired 
to lay stress. It is not accidental, but purposeful. I have done 
many enucleations of portions of the prostate, leaving the urethra 
intact, but in such cases the results have not been so satisfactory as 
in the scries of cases recorded in my paper. If the urethra be left 
behind at the time of operation, and a free removal of both lobes 
of the prostate be accomplished, I am sure that in some cases the 
urethra subsequently sloughs away and may be recognized after its 
discharge from the suprapubic wound. 

Dr. J. B. Murphy, in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association, May 28, 1904, p. 1413, in a very able paper on Pros¬ 
tatectomy, writes, “ From a perusal of his article, however, it is 
clear that his drainage was not satisfactory, as he frequently re¬ 
sorted to irrigations of the bladder with 1 per cent, carbolic acid 
solution.” The drainage in all my cases was perfectly satisfactory. 
Suprapubic drainage is certainly more satisfactory than perineal 
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drainage in cases of enlargement of the prostate. Of this, we have 
been convinced since McGill’s day. The reason for a daily flush¬ 
ing of the bladder is that in all the cases recorded in the paper, 
cystitis was present, often of a severe type, and the lavage was 
intended to hasten the return to health of the vesical mucous 
membrane. 

Dr. Murphy further says that suprapubic leakage persisted 
for about seven weeks on the average. On working out in days 
the date of healing in this series, I find that in the eleven cases, the 
closure was complete, in the average, on the thirty-sixth day. In 
one case, owing to orchitis having occurred, the suprapubic wound 
did not heal till the ninety-fifth day. In my cases up to date, the 
average day of closure is the twenty-seventh day. 

B. G. A. Moyniiian. 

Leeds, England. 


VALUE OF PEROXIDE OF HYDROGEN. 

Editor Annals of Surgery. 

I wish to draw attention to the value of peroxide of hydrogen 
as a diagnostic help in the recognition of small malignant ulcera¬ 
tions in mucous membranes. I have found it of decided use in the 
X-ray treatment of rodent ulcers round the eye, when the con¬ 
junctiva has become involved. The whitening of the little patches 
which occurs on the application of the peroxide enabling me to 
recognize such very early, and preventing me from ceasing treat¬ 
ment too soon, which error I would otherwise have made. 

C. M. Cooper, M.B., M.R.C.S. 


San Francisco, California. 



